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LaBelleDamesansMerci(TheBeautifulLadywithoutMercy)

isa ballad .Thispoem iswrittenbyJohnKeats in1819. The

poem tellsasadandtragiclovestoryofaknight.Theknight

fallsinlovewithabeautifullady.Buttheknightisbetrayedby

thelady.Theknightcouldnotgettheloveofhisbelovedlady.

Thepoem isautobiographicalalso.InreallifeJohnKeatsalso

couldnotgetsuccessinlovewithhisbelovedFanny.

Thepoem tellsastoryofaknightdisappointedlovewitha

beautifullady.Theladyismysterious.Thepoetmeetsaknight.

Theknightwassadandwanderingbythesideofthelake.The

plantswereshriveled.Thebirdswerenotsinging.Hisforehead

waspalelikealily.Therewasmoistwiththesweatofapainful

fever. Thecolorofhischeekswasoncebrightandlivelylikea

rose.Itisfadingnowquickly.Thesquirrelshadgatheredtheir

materialsforwinterandhumanshadharvestedtheirfields.

Thepoetaskstheknightwhyheissosadandpale.The

knightrepliesthathemetabeautifulladyinthemeadows.The

knightfeltshewasthechildoffairy. Shehadlonghair.She

movedsogracefully.Sheseemedtohoverovertheearth.She

had a mysterious wildness in hereyes.The knightwas

fascinatedbyherlooksandbeautifulfeatures.Hemadea

garland forherhairs from flowers,stems.He also made

bracelets,andabeltstrongwiththescentoftheflowers.She

receivedhisgifts.Theybothtravelledonahorseback.Thenhe

saw nothingbutonlythatlady.Shewassingingamysterious

song.Shedugupsweet,nutritiousrootsforhim.Shealsogave

him wild honey.The honey was so heavenly in taste.It

remindedhim ofmanna,thefoodthatkepttheIsraelitesalive

ontheirjourneyoutofEgypt. Heunderstoodthatshefeltinlove

withhim.

Theyreachedthecaveofthefairy. Theretheladyexpressed

herloveforhim andsungasongtosleephim.Hesawadream.



Inthedream hesaw palekingsandwarriors.Theytoldthe

knightthatLa BelleDamesansMerci(TheBeautifulLady

withoutMercy)hadtakenhim asherprisoner.

Thewarningofthekingsandthewarriorsterrifiedhim.He

wokeup.Hefoundhimselfbythesideofthehill.Thiswasthe

reasonwhyhewaspaleandsad.Frustrationinlovehadmade

him sad,dejectedandpale.

Itisaromanticballad.Itdealswiththethemeoflove.The

themeofafatal,magicalloveluringamantohisdoom isfound

infolkliteratureofthemiddleages.Itcreatesanatmosphereof

themiddleAgeswithitsatmosphere.
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